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A couple in Vilnius huddled around a small radio during a broadcast 
„address on Saturday by Vytautas Landsbergis, the new President of 
Lithuania, on the country’s relations with the Soviet Union. ; 


: ing to the public relations aspects of 


.Moscow to respect Lithuania’s deci- 
„sion, but stopped short of an explicit 
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rumors and speculatio elie SS al Governmen 
nent confrontation between the Kre ; ‘isn tooth capitate have 


i ian separatist leaders. Statements i 

Er ernie notified Lithuania o sounded more aeoo nnas Lan p e 
ida cted a reply by | last few days, WI? - 

ee ae. Soviet poet e 4 de-| gis, the new President of Lithuania, de- 

mand that the independence move- - 

ment be ended. Lithuanian officials al- 
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MOSCOW, March 


Moscow wants 
the Soviet nation 


to have a say. 


of strengthening 3 
but at the same time 
n with all 


the republics, 

neud to treat the i 
seeking secession, 
Soviet nation must have a say, and not 


restoring independence 50 years after 
the republic’s forced annexation. 
Lithuania declared its independence 
on March 11, but the Soviet Congress 
on Thursday declared the move illegal. 
On Saturday, Lithuania issued an ap- 
eal for international recognition, 
which it has yet to receive. The Bush 
Administration, for one, has urged 


claring, “The republic of Lithuania will 
no doubt take account of well defined 
and justified interests of the Soviet 


union.” 

Mr. Gorbachev, in turn, again offered 
“dialogue” with the Lithuanian leader- 
ship but not the independence negotia- 
tions Vilnius is seeking. 

The Lithuanians hope to read their 
reply to the Soviet Congress on Monday 
here at a meeting of the Supreme Sovi- 
et. 
Mr. Gorbachev said that ‘“‘eve i 
else will become clear” from oe 
which ‘‘will determine our subsequent 
steps.” His comments on the issue 
have settled into a clear pattern alter- 
nanne, between conciliation and denun- 


statement of recognition. 
Public Relations to Fore 


Rather than seeking confrontation, 
both sides seem more intent on attend- 
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